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Racket Key-Man
Siain in Brooklyn
Coutinned froms @age §

pection with _the miurder two
gears ago of Fireman Thomas J,
Hitter. who was robbed of & 83,
500 payroll belonging io other
firemen attached to an East New
York station.

Detectives grilled him. about a
report hedrove Frank Divino to
commit the murder, Divino wax
convicted but_won a iew tial
and is in Raymond St. jall
awaiting the second trial

The story toid to detectives
was that Divino borzowed a large
sum from Babchetk which he

as said, Bal D
to “pay up or else,” vino,
sesking to save his own e,
Xilled Hitter for the money with
which 1o repay Babcheck.

Devino has persistently denled

this.
“I didn’t kill Bitter, 50 the
sty cunt re true”

Divino.

A man of won nerve, Babcheck
continued his policy and loan-
shak  businesses even while
Amen {pvestigated alleged offl-
cal .orruption in Brooklyn as
the special appointee of Gov.

recently, detectives were
toid, he pald $50,000 for &
“policy business.”

O'Dwyer belleves he was slai
elsewncre and his body taken to
s spot where jt was found by
fr0n Taub, the salesmau, of 01
Empire Blvd.

Babcheck was sho? from be-
hind. One slug entered the head
just under the left ear snd the
athes an fnch lower.

was fousd, In riht back
pocket and a $10 Hill in his left
back pocket.
A fi)zcent plece was found In
anothyf pocket, but his wallet
empty, save for an auto
operator’s license which led to
his_identification.
i Hid Winnings 1
Detecitves assigpe:”{o the
m;rcssed the beliet that, befare
ng taken on the ride, Babcheck
concealed the $20,000 he won in
the dice game and was killed

§

a large amount in his pockets,
The detectives said they were
to'4 that Babcheck was in finan-
clal difticulties several weeka
and gave some 10U’s after losing
a large sum in a dice
though he made good his
later. .
Though often Guestioned in
connection with crimes,

§

had few convictions marked up
agsinst him.
lle was convicted with two

of cunspiracy to conduct a lottery
aud sentenced to six meonth In
Jan

e lived at 9214 Avenue B,
Braklyn,
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