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O'DWYER UNNERVED IN GLASH
WITH PROBERS, ASKS REGESS

1 : Ex-Mayor Shaken
EEFRSEI.I.SOSIE 3 n : : In Wrangle With
WARIN 1953  (Jmmd 4 ; Tobey Over Bals

By ED REID ond VIOLET BROWN
w“'""s';'c".v.'lf’""“ ) 5 mer Mayor William O'Dwyers an-
Tﬁ::;:’m?‘:‘,”,::" y guithed and bitter defense of his record, con-

¥ ducted under the glare of the Senate Crime
Committee’s public hearing, faltered today on
a familiar stumbling block—the mystery of
- Murder, Inc. mobster Abe Reles’ fall from a

Mo ol Ceney lsland hotel.
| The first mention of Reles in the course
8 MILLION t!ns AT AIM! " of an hour-long statement by O'Dwyer, inter-
Lanc Y rupted only by his own racking coughs,
brought a question from committes member
Sanator Charles Tobey, the New Hampshire
Republican, ond that question started a 10-
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u-.lwas the greatest man who ever

Continued from Page 1

Cohen, a gangster and notorious
narcotics addict. He described
how Bals in the dead of night
“had put the key in the lock of
a furnished room"” where Little
Farvel was sleeping in order
to arrest him. "

hit| At this point, Tobey inter-
ri-{rupted angrily to ask what that
F

.{had to do with the question and
110’ Dwyer patiently explained he

35 was trying to show what a

ber| Tobey said tartly. “Don’t try to

|build Bals up to this commit-
tee. You'll only make yourself
ludicrous.”
Hurls Charge of Bals

After considerably more an-
.|gry exchange, O'Dwyer excited-
ly complained, “You're basinga
judgment with obvious bias
and before all the evidence is
heard.”
| Mopping his face with a
handkerchief, O'Dwyer added
that he wasn't suggesting “Bals

|

Jlived or even the greatest po-
Iliceman but as far as |
‘know he was loval to the inves-
t:igation and to me.”

A few moments later,
O'Dwyer asked for a minute
“to compose myself’ and was
granted a 10-minute recess,

The session had begun at 9:55

AL with O'Dwyer telling the

“|history of his public life from

as|on Brooklyn's streets with such
cy|verboseness that one of the
ra-|committee members remarked

Fd his early years as a patrolman

to a reporter, “It looks like a

|and be sure to get the Southern

he!in there.”
av- Poverty and Crime

n

l' a/great big Southern filibuster—
n

There was still a trace of the

they played in forcing the

ted youth they spawned inot crime.
im- He described how he had be-

oD Unnerve“d |n Row
' Asks Recess in Quiz

come a lawyer at 35, “someone
who had lived in the slums him-
sell.”

Looking gray and lined, he
told how as Mayor he had tak-
en “190,000 people out of the
slums and put them into de-
cent, low-cost housing.”

Then he described the pinball
machines which had taken the
pennies of the poor and how as
Mayor he had banished those,
{too. He told of how he had be-
come a magistrate—against the

a/couragcous man Bals was.  Iyiches of the Democratic or-
ks.! “Bals m.ulc‘a‘.l,_wcwcle uf hun'; ganization—and had helped the
se rell  before this committee”™ b6 people of the city. Later

he told of how he had become a
county judge—and had made a
special attempt to help adoles-
cents in rtouble. He gave the
impression that he was trying
to remind the people back home
watching their television sels
of all he had done for them in
the past they seemed to have
forgotten.

Breaks Into Coughing

At one point early in his tes.
timony, he broke into such a
|spasm of coughing that Senator
|Estes  Kefauver, chairman of
Ithe Senate committee, said axn-
iously, "You're not going to
last.”

“I'1 last,” O'Dwyer replied
with a small smile, "but not
at this pitch.”

He then took a sip of water,
pulled the microphone closer
and in a lower voice went

ly oh.

Today's testimony, however,
will not end the ex-Mayor's
ordeal, He has been called to
testify before the special Man-
hattan grand jury on Wednes-
day on racketeer and political
tieups in the Fire Department
and next Monday he must face
the Brooklyn rackets grand

tibrogue he had acquired in|
in|County Bohola as he told of
fced how Prohibition had created or-
pld-{ganized crime and lent ‘“re-
ian|spectability to violators of the
ent|law” decades ago. He spoke of
n's slums an dpoverty and the role

jury investigation.

Democratic Whips
Tax Dewey With
'Irresponsibility’

her- Albany, March 19 (UR—Dem.
plo e e at ocratic leaders charsed today
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